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and perceived that my love for him was unbounded,
he came with disagreeable looks and affected airs.

"When he sat down by me, I asked him, 'what is
the cause of your coolness and anger to-day; you
never showed so much insolence and disrespect be-
fore, you always used to come without making any
excuses/ To this he replied, ' I am a poor nameless
wretch; by your favour, and owing to you, I am ar-
rived to such power, and with much ease and affluence
I pass my days. I ever pray for your life and pros-
perity ; I have committed this fault in full reliance on
your highnesses forgiveness, and I hope for pardon.
As IJove^Jhi^^                                       I accepted

his well-turned apology, and not only overlooked his
knavery, but even asked him again with affection, what
great difficulty has occurred that you are so thought-
ful ? mention it, and it shall be instantly removed/

" In short, in his humble way, he replied, ' Every-
thing is difficult to me; before your highness, all
is easy/ At last, from the purport of his discourse
and conversation, it appeared that an elegant garden,
with a grand house in it, together with reservoirs,
tanks and wells, of finished masonry, was for sale,
situated in the centre of the city and near his house;
and that with the garden a female slave was to be sold,
who sung admirably and understood music perfectly.
But they were to be sold together, and not the garden
alone, ' like the*cat tied to the camel's neck ;>l and that

1 This is a proverbj founded on a short story, viz,: " A certain Arab lost
his camel j he vowed, if he found it, to sell it for a (Mnar, merely as a
charitable deed. The camel was found, and the Arab sorely repented him
of his vow. He then tied a cat on the camel's neck, and wont through the